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DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

 july 4 - Independence 

day -- Library closed 

 July 5 - Library closed 

 july 7 @ 7pm -Library 

board mtg 

 July 14 @ 7:30pm -       

village board mtg 

 aug 4 - Library board 

mtg 

 aug 11 - village board 

mtg 

 aug 30 - library 

closed 

(Editor’s Note: This blog post is a response to an-
other post by Ruth Graham at Slate.com where she 
states,  

“I’m surrounded by YA-loving adults, both in real 
life and online. Today’s YA, we are constantly re-
minded, is worldly and adult-worthy. That has kept 
me bashful about expressing my own fuddy-duddy 
opinion: Adults should feel embarrassed about 
reading literature written for children....These are 
the books, like The Fault in Our Stars, that are 
about real teens doing real things, and that rise 
and fall not only on the strength of their stories 
but, theoretically, on the quality of their writing. 
These are the books that could plausibly be said to 
be replacing literary fiction in the lives of 
their adult readers. And that’s a shame. 
”) 

Maybe you saw it. I almost shared it on 
Facebook, but didn’t want to give it the 
pageviews. 

But here I am linking to it anyway, be-
cause when Slate asserts that 
adults should feel embarrassed about reading 
literature written for children, I can’t help myself.* 

We need to talk about this. 

This much is true: adults are reading more young 
adult fiction—typically aimed at 12- to 17-year-
olds—than ever. This is a tragedy, (or so says the 
author, Ruth Graham), because these grown-ups 
shouldn’t be stealing time from adult literary fic-
tion in order to read dumbed-down novels told 
from the perspective of teenagers. 

(Then she goes on to slam The Westing Game and 
Tuck Everlasting. The nerve!) 

I’m not an avid YA reader, but I’m always up for a 
good story, and readers of any age shouldn’t be 
ashamed of reading good books. Any good books, 
regardless of genre. 

I don’t typically use the words “should” and “read” 
in the same sentence, but I’ll make an exception 
here. 

Adults should read YA. Here’s why:  

1. A good book is a good book is a good book. I 
completely agree with Graham when she 
says, “Life is so short, and the list of truly great 
books for adults is so long.” But why for adults? As 

C. S. Lewis famously said, 
“a children’s story which is 
only enjoyed by children is 
a bad children’s story.” 

Much young adult fiction 
is terrible, but so is much 
adult fiction. But a good 
book is a good book, no 
matter the intended audi-

ence. And the list of good books—for all audi-
ences—is long. Thankfully. 

2. YA is a label bestowed by the marketers. Made-
leine L’Engle defied her audience’s (and her pub-
lisher’s) requests to pigeonhole her books. When 
asked to place A Wrinkle in Time in a genre, L’Engle 
famously said, “It’s a book. I don’t like categoriz-
ing.” 

Authors may write with an age-specific audience in 
mind, but they might not. Frequently, the “YA” 
classification is a choice made by the publicity 
machine, for its purposes—not by the author, for 
hers. 

(Continued on page 3) 

A Children’s Story 

which is only enjoyed 

by children is a bad 

children’s story.  

- C. s. Lewis 

Slate, you are drunk.  
by Anne at ModernMrsDarcy.com 

You know everything you need to know about a  

person from their answer to the question,  

“What is your favorite book?” - A.J. Fikry 

http://www.uscatholic.org/articles/201308/young-adult-literature-approved-all-audiences-27670
http://www.uscatholic.org/articles/201308/young-adult-literature-approved-all-audiences-27670
http://www.amazon.com/dp/014242417X/?tag=slatmaga-20
http://www.slate.com/articles/arts/books/2014/06/against_ya_adults_should_be_embarrassed_to_read_children_s_books.html
http://www.slate.com/articles/arts/books/2014/06/against_ya_adults_should_be_embarrassed_to_read_children_s_books.html
http://modernmrsdarcy.com/2014/05/2014-summer-reading-guide-free/
http://modernmrsdarcy.com/2014/05/2014-summer-reading-guide-free/
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/article/madeleine-l39engle-interview-transcript
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/article/madeleine-l39engle-interview-transcript
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Gremlins.................................... 

Ghostbusters 1 & 2................... 

Back to the Future 1, 2 & 3....... 

Major League............................. 

Caddyshack................................ 

N’tnl Lampoons Christmas Vacation 

The Muppets Take Manhattan...  

 

Raina’s Reviews 
Movie Reviews from your favorite librarian. 
Because you were going to ask her anyway. 

Thank  you! 

 

2014 Summer Program  

NORTH FREEDOM LIBRARY 

 Wednesdays at 11:00 A.M 

June 18th - August 20th 

JUNE 18               INVENTIONS 

JUNE 25               MELT! 

JULY 2   SOLID? LIQUID? 

JULY 9                    BRUSH BOT   
  WARS 

JULY 16                WATER at NF Park 

JULY 23                 FIZZ! at NF Park 

JULY 30                  SCIENTIFIC CONSTRUCTION 

AUGUST 6             SPEED RACERS 

AUGUST 13   GOOP! 

AUGUST 20           ICE CREAM SCIENCE at NF Park  

 

Weekly programs are for all ages.  

Under 7 years old, please bring a parent or  guardian with you. 

Questions? Contact Raina at 608-522-4571 

 

Our annual Book & Bake Sale was June 5th & 6th, and we are 
beyond impressed with the results!   
 
This year was a little different; we had an entity that matched 
funds of up to $1,000.  The outpouring of support for this event 
was nothing less than amazing!  
 
We raised a total of $1,141 on this sale.  This 
amount guarantees us another $1,000 from 
matching funds.  Thank you  to all who came 
out and supported the library with this 
event. 
 
The library truly appreciates your support!  

Throwback Edition!!  

Loved It! I’m buying the T-shirt! 

Liked It. I’ll tell my friends about it. 

It was OK. Don’t recommend it. 

Hated it. Would rather wash my hair. 

I could watch this with my Grandma. 
(family friendly) 

Rating System 

Looking for more 

LARGE  

PRINT  

BOOKS? 
 

We have new large print 
books in at the library! Stop 

in and check them out!  



3 

 

Social Media 
 

North Freedom Library 

www.northfreedomlibrary.com 

 

We have a new email address: 

caboose@northfreedomlibrary.com 

 

 

Our New Kid’s Page 
Click on the “Kids Stuff” tab  

at our website: 

There’s the Book of the Week,  

Game of the Week  

and much more! 

 

 
We’re on  

Facebook 
Check us out at  

“North Freedom Public Library” 

 

Village of North Freedom website: 

www.villageofnorthfreedom.com 

 

Did you know there are databases avail-
able through the online library system? 

Go to our website 
(northfreedomlibrary.com)  and click on 

the “Databases” link.  

This month’s feature is the 

“Auto Repair Reference Center” 

You will find in-depth repair information 
for many vehicles, domestic and im-

ported, from 1945-present. Including 
instructions, diagrams and more. 

 
 

Should you sweepingly declare, as Gra-
ham does, “I don’t read YA,” you effectively 
delegate your reading choices to the mar-
keters. Smart readers don’t do that. 

3. The world does not revolve around your 
Very Adult Self. Graham has this to say about 
Eleanor & Park: 

It’s not simply that YA readers are asked to 
immerse themselves in a character’s emo-
tional life—that’s the trick of so much great 
fiction—but that they are asked to abandon 
the mature insights into that perspective 
that they (supposedly) have acquired as 
adults. When chapter after chapter 
in Eleanor & Park ends with some version of 
“He’d never get enough of her,” the reader 
seems to be expected to swoon. But how can 
a grown-up, even one happy to be reminded 
of the shivers of first love, not also roll her 
eyes? 

I understand why adult readers might roll 
their eyes, and why Graham expects them 
to: they’re not teenagers anymore. Gra-
ham thinks this is a reason not to read the 
book—but she couldn’t be more wrong. It’s 
why they should. 

As Harry Truman said, “The only reason you 
read books is to get a better sense into peo-
ple.” Fiction allows you to glimpse the world 
through another’s eyes, and the world has 
an awful lot of teenagers in it. If you’re an 
adult and you can’t understand teens, 
there’s hope for you yet. Find yourself a 
great YA novel and get to reading. 

About that certain bestseller …  

Graham seems to especially hate the literary 
(and financial) juggernaut that is Eleanor & 
Park. But while Eleanor & Park is marketed 
as YA, I don’t think it belongs in that cate-
gory. There’s a difference between novels 
written for teenagers and novels written 
about teenagers. Eleanor & Park is the latter. 

Why point this out? Simply to highlight the 
ambiguity of what we call “young adult” 
fiction, and why an entire category shouldn’t 
be axed from consideration. It’s not that 
adults should be reading YA for the sake of 
reading YA, but they should be reading—and 
reading well. There are great options in 
every section of the bookstore. 

But to say that adults shouldn’t be reading 
from an entire section? That’s just click bait-
ing. 

For the sake of my beloved books, this time, 
I’ll take the bait. 

But I’m not buying it. 

Slate, you are drunk. 

 

See more at Modern Mrs. Darcy at:  

http://modernmrsdarcy.com/2014/06/slate-
drunk-adults-reading-ya/
#sthash.omlLRBf0.dpuf 

*See article at Slate.com at:  

http://www.slate.com/articles/arts/
books/2014/06/
against_ya_adults_should_be_embarrassed
_to_read_children_s_books.html 

(Continued from page 1) 

The Yahara Music Library! 
 

Discover, collect, and enjoy music from Madison's music commu-
nity. 
 
Madison has always been home to a dynamic music scene. 
The Yahara Music Library celebrates that fact by creating an 
online library of local music to share with the community. The 
diverse collection of music in Yahara includes established musicians 
and up and coming artists who play everything from rock, hip hop, 
classical, and more.  

 
All South Central Library System card holders can stream music 
from the Yahara Music Library using any web browser or 
download albums in multiple formats to a variety of devices.  
 
Go to yaharamusic.org to check it out!  

NEW! 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B008SAZHLQ/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B008SAZHLQ&linkCode=as2&tag=themodemrsdar-20&linkId=4BAKGUVQKECA7WMM
http://modernmrsdarcy.com/2014-summer-reading-guide/
http://modernmrsdarcy.com/2014-summer-reading-guide/
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N O R T H  F R E E D O M  

L I B R A R Y  

Raina Roloff, Library Director 
 

105 North Maple St. 

North Freedom, WI 53951 
 

Phone: 608-522-4571 

Email:  
caboose@northfreedomlibrary.com  

 

Hours:  

Mon-Thu 1 PM - 7 PM 

Fri-Sat  9 AM - 2 PM 

Sun  Closed 
 

Online: 

www.northfreedomlibrary.com 

 

Support Your Library 
 
If you already shop or purchase gas at Kwik Trip, you’re half-way to supporting our 

library.  
 
It’s an easy program. Simply purchase the Kwik Trip cards 
at the library (several amounts are available) and Kwik Trip 
donates 10% of the proceeds to our library. That’s a great 
deal! And there’s no extra cost to you!  

 
A good portion of our funding comes from the community here in the North Free-
dom area. Throughout the year we have books sales and bake sales and the Kwik 
Trip card program is just one more opportunity to give a little something back to 
our library. 

Thank you! 

The Library Collection Box 
The library will be collecting the following items that can later be redeemed as cash.  

 

 Kwik Trip Milk Moola 

 Labels for Education 

 Frito Lay Bags 

 M&M/Mars Candy Wrappers 

 Ink cartridges and cell phones 

Save a tree 
Get the newsletter  

delivered to your inbox! 
Just go to the library and  

ask to have your name put on 
our “Email Newsletter List” or 

read the newsletter online at 
www.northfreedomlibrary.com. 

Literary Blogs 
 

Looking for some book recom-

mendations? Check out a few of 

these blogs for books to add to 

your library list. 

 

Modern Mrs. Darcy at 

www.modernmrsdarcy.com 

 

A Spirited Mind at 

www.aspiritedmind.com 

 

Reading to Know at 

www.readingtoknow.com 

(this one has a Christian slant) 

You can find magic  

wherever you look. 

Sit back and relax. 

All you need is a book. 

- Dr. Suess 

mailto:caboose@northfreedomlibrary.com
http://www.northfreedomlibrary.com

